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ItiSa ^T^n & ^ ddl ™ aild faiths had atone time 

held sway oWL t he 'vhole and claimed several millions of followers and 

that the om e . - U( ,.^’ ( ' llNm n behind a lew of its vestiges in the land 

0 f its birth, while the latter still lingers in a precarious condition as a sort of 
fugitive faith, profoundly influenced by Hindu surroundings. The glory of these 
religious faiths is today treasured in the monuments they have left in many parts 
of India. u ( ' ai l 68 'nown peiiod in which the Bauddha religion came into 
S. India appears to lie when Asoka s mission arrived in the courts of the Pandya, 
Cliola and Keralaputra kingdoms. We have lithic records in the Pandya country 
in which the alphabet employed is that of the ASokan period, engraved in places 
where tlieie weie Bauddha fraternities living. 1 The Jainas are said to have mi¬ 
grated into the south under the leadership of Bhadrabahusvamin. 2 The kings of 
the Dravida countries were in early times adherents of Bauddha and Jaina faiths 
ana had done much for these religions. 3 ^ The latest known record belonging to 
Buddhism was discovered by mein the Siva temple at Tiruchchopuram. in the 
South Arcot District. 4 It is fragmentary and belongs to the reign of Jatavarman 
Sundara Pandya (A, D. 1251) and refers to a gift of which the donor was a 
certain Sariputra Pandita and mentions the Sangattars. The name Sariputra 
Pandita coupled with the mention of the Sangattar, evidently the Bauddha 
Sangha, stamps the inscription as a genuine Bauddha document. In the intervening 
period many south Indian kings who were of Hindu faith, have liberally patronised 
these non-Vaidic religions. The early Pandya king, Kajasimha II, according to 
the larger Sinnamanur grant, is said to have given innumerable paUichchandams, 
land-grants made to non-Vaidic temples. 5 Rajaraja the great, a very staunch Saiva, 
granted the village of Anaimangalam to a Bauddha vihara built at Nagapattanam 
hv a Burmese king named Maravijayottungavarman; G the grants of the same king 
to the Jama temple at Tirunnrungondai are recorded on stone in that temple. 7 

While thus the whole of S. India was for a long time under the spell of the 
Bauddha and Jaina religious faiths, Travancore, itself a portion of Dravida, was 

1. See Ep. An. Rep. for 1912, plate facing p. 57. 

2- Ins. at Sravana Belgola, Intro, p. 5 

3, Kun F&ndya, tlie contemporary of Tirujnanasarnbandha was a staunch Jumaj so also was the 
fallava contemporary of’both Tiruinanasainbandha and Apparsvamigal. Some kings of the Ch&lukya , the 
li asljtrakuta, the Kadamba and the Iloysula dynasties were great patrons of Jainism. 

4 - No. 113 of the Madras Epigraphy's collection for the year 1904. 

„„ 5. For instance, while referring to the king R&jasiftha II the larger Si»uamnuur grant states that he 

^je several brahmad&yas , divadanas and pa}}ichchandas , names denoting the lands granted to the brfth- 
to the Hindu gods and to the Jaina and Bauddha temples. The passage reads thus:- *«<?,**«■ «■ 


lie jaina anu— -- « D . • • ' 

?U 1 SWG\1>UJCIPU> erememfl/Dm/B Glaa/f irm<y>u> ereko&p*? uarea**it?Qpu> 

W&c. 8 

’. 6 - See Tamil and Sanskrit Inscriptions by Burgess and NatOfa Sastri, pp. 204, 207 and 208. 

7 - Nos. 381 to 385 of 1902 of the Madras Epigraphy's Collection. 


°- h T, 2395, 500 , 9*8-!8, 
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equally, if not more, imder to mflucnc^ TheBMddte 

^ tZZ ™7 o£ iSC ™ r , ,-Ih. **&*» of which 

are'reproduced hereunder, found in the Mavelikk.ra, Kun,m tur, Karnnagappalh 
and Ambalappulai Talukas, clearly indicate the prevalence of the faith of Sakja- 

simha in all these parts and very likely these images ^ y a mta\ 

temples of Buddha in as many places. In the article on the Mushed a- am*a, I 
have stated, on its authority, that in the reign of the king \ lkramarama ^ the sea 
began to encroach upon land and was almost submerging under it the ernp e of 
Jina (?’. e. Buddha). By throwing large blocks of stone he strengthened the 
shore and saved the temple from destruction.” This temple is said to have been 
that of Buddha at Srimulavasam, which was visited by A alabha, the nephew of 
Gambliira, when he was on his way back to liis capital from a campaign in tie 
south against the Chola. This temple is referred to in the Lcivyci thus. 

srfSraftf 


|| II 


This important temple of Buddha was indeed in a flourishing condition in the 
reign of the Ay king Vikramaditya Varaguna, that is, in the third quarter of the 
ninth century A. D. This king had granted in his reign extensive landed 
property to the temple in the year A. D. 868. 1 He also figures as a donee to the 
equally famous Jaina temple of Chitaral in the Vilavangodu taluka. 2 But by the 
time of the Mushaka king A’alabha, the temple of Buddha at Srimulavasa was oil the 
verge of ruin on account of the inroads of the sea. This must be ascribed to a time 
sufficiently posterior to A. D. 868; Valabha is said to have marched south to join 
the army of the king of Kerala who was attacked by the Choja, kin<>\ The earli¬ 
est Chola kings, so far as we know at present, who have attacked the Kerala kings 
are Rajaraja I and his son Iiajendrachola. The victorious campaigns of the form¬ 
er appear to have been limited to the extreme south of the Kerala kingdom whereas 
those of his illustrious son were directed against the Ilamuri-desam ( Sainuri-de§am ?) 
and other parts of the Keraja country. It is therefore more likel v that the ChnU ao-- 
_ of the Kerala king of the time of Yalabha was perhapsY^A 5 Tad 5 ?a 
I. The temple of Buddha at Mulavasam must have perished therefore in or‘about 


1. The portion of the document referring to the grant reads thus 

U L-$QT)£Lp6ti<aU(T J£J Ul—fT? ITd <Z L-. LjLG^ [^/] . 

2. See Trav. Arch. Seric #, Vol. I, pp. 193-195. 


• kD/b^/E/CJ^/r uS p^ifhuQ ^<S060fTLD<SSU 
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the first quarter of the 13 th century, just about the time, when another famous temple 
of Buddha, namely, the C hu Jam an i va r ma - V i h ara, came into existence on the op¬ 
posite coast, at Nagapattnnam, on almost the same latitude as Mulavasam. It is 
interesting to note that \ ikramaditya Varaguiia who is the son of Kokkarunanda- 
dakkan, the builder of the ^ islinu temple at i > arfhiva§ekharapuram, perhaps him¬ 
self a staunch Hindu, begins his document with invocations to Buddha (Sauddho- 
dani), Dharma and Sangha. 1 

That Srimulavasam was of great celebrity in ancient times is proved by the 
discovery of an image of Lokesvara by M. Toucher in Gandhara bearing the 
following short inscription on it:— 


The use of the term Dakshtiia-patha removes all doubt about the situation of 
Srimulavasam. If a duplicate of the image of the Lokesvara was set up for wor¬ 
ship even in such a distant country as Gandhara, there is not the least doubt about 
the great sanctity with which the original was held by the Bauddhas all over the 
world. The presence of such an all important temple of Buddha must necessarily 
have induced people to erect more temples to this deity in all the adjacent parts, 
and this might account for a number of images all of which are found practically 
in one place, that is, near Sriniulavasam. 

There is a tradition in Malabar that the last of the Cheraman Perumals be¬ 
came a Bauddha and went away somewhere in a ship leaving his kingdom to a 
number of his relations and dependents. It is believed by the word Bauddha, 
which is today applied in Malabar to all civaidika religions, is meant Muham¬ 
madanism and the land to which Cheraman Perumal sailed away was Arabia. It 
is very likely that he actually became a Bauddha under the influence of the 
Bauddhist teachers at Mulavasam. 

Attain, a large portion of the flourishing trade of the Malabar Coast was in the 
hands of the Chinese before the advent of the Arabs. Marco Polo refers to the 
ships of Manzi, that is, China south of the Hwang-ho river, coming to Malabar 
Coast; says he, “Ships come hither from many quarters, but especially from the 
great province of Manzi; coarse spices are exported both to Manzi and to the 
West.” 3 A1 Ivaswin writing some time between A. D. 12(>3 to 1275 his account 
about India, which was gathered from the works of others, states curiously enough 
while writing about “Kulam, a large city in India” that, “when their king dies the 


1. The following are the verses referred to above:— 

*T: mi *T: TF-TIcf IjTU • 

nun firer i 

2. L'Iconographie Bouddhique par A. Foucher, Part I, p. 105, FI. iv, No. 5. 


3, Logan’s Malabar -p. 285, 
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The figuie of Buddha should be of white colour, with a broad smiling face, 
the ear-lobes (winch arc to be pierced) hanging, having broad and long eyes, pro¬ 
minent nose, long arms, beautiful chest, slightly fatty limbs and a somewhat hang- 
ing bell} . L ho image of Buddha should have only two eyes and a pair of arms; 
its head should possess the ushiiishci (the hair on the scalp) which should be done 
up in the shape of a kirita. In the case of the standing image, the legs must be 
placed straight (without bends, such as are seen in the case of dbhanga images, about 
which, see my Elements of Hindu Iconography”, Vol. I, Appendix B.). Whether 
seated or standing, the image must be clothed in yellow robes. The figure of 
Buddha may be made of wood, stone or metal; it may be carved in the round, in 
half-relief or may be painted on the wall; and it must be sculptured according to 
the dasa-tdla measure. 


Dr. Anandakumarasvami has given in his excellent book, the Mediaeval 
Sinhalese Art , on the authority of a Ceylonese Silpa-sastra called the Sariputra, 
iconometric measurements of the image of Buddha. The most interesting point to 
be noted in these measurements is the proportion of the distance between the knee 
and its opposite shoulder e. g., between the left knee and the right shoulder to its 
total height, which is a practical test for assuring oneself if the image is sculptured in 
accordance with the sastra ( sdstrokta ), or not. 


I have been able to discover no less than five images of Buddha in Central 
Travancore. The first is so well-known to the Travancoreans as the Kuttan of the 
village of Karumadi. By the side of the public canal to the west of the Kamapuram 
temple, near Karumadi, there is seated the image of Kuttan made of black stone. 
Its left hand is broken and lost. Local tradition says that it was one of the many 
minor deities sent out from Chengannur for the destruction of Devanarayana, the 
brahmana king of Ambalappulai and that the presiding deity of Kamapuram 
cauD-ht hold of one of them and petrified and fixed him there. Another story 
regarding this image is that when the Vilvamangala Svamiyar was passing along, 
a Pulayan (the lowest caste man) polluted him by approaching him and the sage, 
in anger, is said to have cursed him to become a stone. 

The neighbours propitiate the image by offerings whenever their cattle or 
children get ill. People passing along in boats also make offerings of cocoanuts 

&c, to it. 


That Karumadi Kuttan is a Bauddha andnotaJaina image becomes patent 
from the Ushnlsha and the Jvdld on its head and traces of the upper cloth passing- 
over the chest It is almost three feet in height and is seated in the I ogdsana 
posture. It was recently removed from the canal, where it lay m water for 
several years, and set upon a masonry pedestal on dry ground by the enlightened 
Chief Engineer of the State, Mr. A. II. Bastow, m. a., m. c. e., m. i. c. e. (PI I, 

fig 1). 

m i • ■Rnfldha was discovered in the compound attached to a 

The Becond image of Buddlu Mavdikkajra . i t is Nearly three feet in 

house near the ^X^hich it is seated. It is in a very good state of 

height, including P ^ house states as an objection to its removal to the 

Er Museum a? Suit that at times it is wo,-shipped by some people by 
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1. Karumadi 


£*<ioto by T. A. Gojpinatha, Hap. 


Kuttun. Height about 3 it. 
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1. May-June 1916, Premier Exposition of Archaeological results obtained in Western China by the 
Mission Gilbert de Voisins, Jean Lartigue and \ictor Segalen G914), Iteview Asiatique. 
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travancore archaeological series. 



Dr. Kern, the eminent authority on nuaamsm, is 0 f 
a very correct one also, that the downfall of Buddhism is due to 
Muhammadans. Mr. Nilgendranatli A asu has traced Buddhism in modern India 
in his interesting book entitled “Modern Buddhism ’ which must be studied care¬ 
fully by every student of Buddhism, as it contains much valuable information. 

The village of Chettikkulangarai, situated at a distance of about two miles 
from Mavelikkarai, has a temple of Bhagavati, who is held in great veneration by 
the Hindus living round it. A grand festival is celebrated to the goddess in the 
month of Kumbham (February) when the surrounding villagers ( Jcaraikkdrs ) 
exhibit twelve or thirteen elegantly constructed cars. This exhibition is locally 
known as Kattukdlchchai. These are erected with upright poles to which are tied 
cross pieces and the whole covered with white cloths and ornamented with others 
of different colours. These temporary structures are mounted upon wheels and 
dragged in front of the temple. It might be noticed from the photograph (PI. 
IA ) that there are two varieties of cars, one a slender, tall and graceful sort 
(situated on the left) and another which resembles almost exactly a Nepalese 
wooden temple (and which is seen on the right of the photograph). The former 
is somehow curiously called a kudirai (a horse) and the latter a ter (a car) The 
kudirai has five tiers at the bottom and seven members in thecrowning piece. 
The lattei might correspond to the seven umbrellas, sacred to Buddha and is ve- 
neraily seen surmounting dagobas. In the ter (car) are generally three store's 

ordinan- 0 cultJ^WS f° !f phm . th l°"8 in and nature of this most extra- 

To me it appears to be^a rehc of thl Buddhtsthh^ 0r two P laces 

ployed a number of cars. I give below the car i W N J e [ e actually . em- 

pilgrim Fa Hian “at Patna oih the einhth day of the T *? tLced b ^, the Chmes ® 
of Ashadha, which in the On^s ai, ® . fo I irtil moon of the month 


corners are little chapels, Wving eaih a Bmldhf f , e ™ br ? id eref work; at the four 
beside him. There may be about twenty ‘ ^odhisatvas standing 


.T : . may oe about tvventv 'h BA- . 110(111 ^ 

then ornament and importance On ii,; ■ " i U a . differing from 
assembled population. TI«*tri« l ^L d S- ,,U ** Z 

and concerts of music.” 1 1 csent{l tions are exhibited 


each other in 
oimed with the 


exhibited, gymnastic sports 


II. p. 135 


u. L ‘ k "" y1 " * — 


111 Antiquities of Orissa , Vol- 
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there existed on the seacoast the celebrated vi Mavehkkarai or Ambalappulai, 

very important Bauddha temple Tlm.'v , lgC ol , ^nmulavasam, containing a 

W its example in all ntbo. A i ii ® ,n " sfc hilve ^en held in this and, follow- 
ing lib example, in an otlier bauddha teinn ph nn tUn n ± c 1 • 

hr to that witnessed by Fa Iliau and theA',?„ “t festivals sum- 

- - 1 le Art/ (ukkalrhchai of Chetipkku 1 angarai is 

A ‘“‘’ ” ' ' lost 


n — , • I,™ uest known to himself. It is not a costly 

pastime, no . pie,isme which the villagers grudge paying for; on the other hand 
they have such strong faith that the dedication annually of a or Ur at a 

cob o a u vs. ~o eac 1 obtains for them the grace of the goddess which wards off 
d,re diseases such as small-pox etc. It would be a thousand pities if, by the 

£ ° r re£ °™ ° £ tlW Sakl ° ffiCer ’ the villa S ers gave up entirely 

I he history of Jainism on the \\ est Coast is still more interesting, because it 
has lived there- till very recently, especially in Southern Tr avancore. In my article 
on three inscriptions of \ikramaditya Varaguna ( Trav. Arch. Series , Vol. I. pp. 
19o-94), I have given a brief description of the temple of the so-called Bhagavati 
on the Tiruchchanattumalai near Chitaral. On the side of the overhanging rock 
which forms the natural cave, are found sculptured a number of figures of the 
Tirthankaras, votive images carved by visitors to this_ holy shrine from distant 
places. There are the figures of Parsvanatha, Mahavira and other Tirthankaras 
and of Padmavatidevi. Therein I have stated my belief that even before A. D. 
1250 (Ko. 425) the temple on the Tiruchchanattumalai had become a Hindu 
temple. I now think that it is a mistake, into which I was led by the name of a 


X / 

donor Narayanaft.Tamilappallavaraiyan. This man who bears a Hindu 

name might as well have made gifts to a Jaina Bhagavati, that is, to the Padma- 
vatidevi’s temple, as did, several centuries before him, the king Vikramaditya 
Varaguna, a Hindu sovereign. 1 “The place seems to have been sufficiently famous 
in earlier times so as to attract Jainas from such distant places as Tirunarungondai, 
in the Tirukkdyilur Taluka of the South Arcot District, Kudavasal, in the 
Tanjore District &c.” 2 The votive figures have all engraved below their seats short 
inscriptions in archaic Vatteluttu script, mentioning the names ckc., of the persons 
who got them carved there. A few of them are given below as sa mples:— 

1 This inscription was edited in Vol. I. Trav. Arch. Scries , pp. 193-195. A facsimile of the record 
which did not accompany the article on it then, is reproduced now; a more complete reading of the same is 

1 . giTOguSI jjff [||*] ($*irf&x&su><rFP®>s<3- 

2. emiuiressr(B [Jj), 

3. aujQfiiLQ [H # ] fl**'*® Guff,ud ®- 

* 4 ^ jiBt^u.GwBuL-ins LD^dQaAr & em- 

5 &*&** 

7. Qu'rfauiL^&uQu'p. 

9. QumSQuirew® ^r<dd[a]iLt- iL I 

Trav. Arch. Series , Vol. I. V- I 94 - 




2 . 
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I. 


II. 


III. 


(bfill 

Q&iueQ'&'fi 

]Sl(VjQlJb<5tf\ 

(This is) the figure got sculptured by Achcliapandi. 


ijf>Qub<oofl Q&iLKsfilj&pirl/r] 

3irrLLt—frij)u6b<oYfl[&-] 
j£5 jgGfflTft) j£) ^isf.&jGrr. 


Uttanandi Adigal of the KattambaHi (temple) at Tirunedumbuyai 
got sculptured (this) image. 

J 6 S 3 T/ugpu UlLu}- 
GsFlui—frair ^[/-LJz—Siir ei/'Tfgj- 
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Prosperit} 7 ! (This is) the image got sculptured by Varugunan, the 
disciple of Pattitiibhatarar of Tiruchcharanam. 

IV. u^Guj&rfj jyiEjQafr- 

ttHTODl _ QLD$5VUU6)TSrfl 

Q&UJ<sQp <£61j[<o?n61j] 

(These are) the images got sculptured by Viranandi Adigal of the 
MelaippaUi (temple) at Tirunayurigondai. 

I have already given a description of the site of this once famous Jaina temple 
m m > article on the C hitarail Itxscvtjjtioti of 1 ikramcLditya 1 'avagti'ixa on pp. 
193-194 of Yol. I, Travancore Archaeological Series. I reproduce now the enlarg¬ 
ed photographs of some of the images of the Tirthankaras and of Padmavaddevi on 
1 late A . 1 he attention of the leader is drawn to the strikm 0 * adherence of 
the features of the images with the description given in the Manasara. The 
cropped head, hanging ear lobes, the complete nudity of the fio-ures the con- 
templative mood, the yogic padvmsana posture, the sMasana with the figures 

ot c-Amm bearing Yakshas and 1'idySdharas and other divaids, - all these are 

noteworthy. 


Ti X > ,V- ' slows a ? rou J?. of Jama figure® carved on the overhanging rock of 
the Bhagavatitemple on the Timchchapattumalai. The second figure from the 
lett, a seated Tirthankara has a triple umbrella, one of the characteristic features of 

it al v £ r iz 

dharo = » 1^2 

sculptured as Hying in the air, offering worship to the xlttoiLro “ 

Next to this figure and on its left shmrla c r»_ 

This tall, graceful figure is seen standing, as required b vM-V Va ^- tlla TirthaA f ka S 
straight and completely free from clothing; stark nnt-n i * ? ^ ana ? ara i P erfe . ct } 
contemplative trance. The head is covered bv « n? ‘ i* ts e Y es indicate a deep 

lea b > u three-headed cobra, an animal 









